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Office of the Mayor P.O. Box 645. 


Telephone (054) 60 200. 


Nelson New Zealand. Fax (054) 60 239. 


NELSON'S 150TH BIRTHDAY AIR SHOW 


Nelson's largest ever Air Pageant is a most appropriate contribution to the 
concluding events of our 6 month long 150th Birthday Party. 


We've certainly had a party since September - it's been a real ball!! (We 
actually had one of those too!) 


I say appropriate because as we've looked back over the 150 years and reminded 
ourselves of the steps along the path to today, we've got to look towards the 
future. Nelson's Aviation Industry has certainly been a significant part of 
our history (and New Zealand's), it is playing a significant role in Nelson 
today, and it will certainly be of increasing importance into our future. 


| The pageant is an acknowledgement of that and is sure to attract thousands of 
| spectators. To you all, as you enjoy the spectacle, may I ask you to reflect 
| just a little on the importance to Nelson and its economy of the Airport and 
the aviation industry, including the air services and the Aero Club. 


The city is proud of them and their contribution to Nelson. We are also 
grateful for the help from all of them towards this pageant. 


| Pageants are not just a spectacle though. Pageants are fun and also a 
learning experience for everyone, young and old, and I know that everything 

possible has been done to ensure both for your benefit. You ARE going to 

| enjoy the programme and share the experience with thousands of others of all 
ages. 


The Air Pageant, 27-29 March, is going to be remembered for years to come. 
Thank you for your participation, and on your behalf I want to thank most 
sincerely all the people who have worked so hard to make it such a success. 


Our thanks are certainly due to the 150 Anniversary Committee chaired by Sir 
Wallace Rowling and administered by Ray Shaw but especially to the Pageant 
Committee chaired by Mr Joe Stratton. 

Enjoy yourselves. 


Peter H Malon 
MAYOR 


Sister Cities — Miyazu. Japan. 
— Glenorchy. Tasmania. 
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It’s definitely a landmark year for Nelson Province. And especially for Air Nelson. Since we began some twenty years 
ago, things have really taken off ... quite literally. This year sees our realignment as Air New Zealand Link, the 
country’s premier regional airline. We've expanded our sphere of operations providing connections to 33 towns and 
cities right throughout the country. We've incorporated more daily flights and more convenient departures. And our 
fleet is among the most modern in the New Zealand skies; our Saab 340 flagship boasts quite exceptional 
comfort and impressive speed. But even with all these exciting developments, we’ve never 


forgotten who helped us get off the ground. We're still Nelson’s own regional airline. And we're 
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NELSON’S 150TH BIRTHDAY AIR SHOW 


The organisation of this Air Pageant has been a tremendous task, but 
Joe Stratton and his team have approached every challenge with total 
commitment and in a very professional manner. They have been dealing 
with a high tech facet of modern life and have acted accordingly. 


Air travel and the associated activities have existed for only about half the 
period which we are celebrating, but no area has been subject to more 
profound change. The first great frontiers of flight were actually crossed 
within the memories of many people still living today. 


This display will reach back into that past, yet at the same time open windows 
on to the future and, by so doing, remind us just how much we are part of a 
continuing evolutionary process. 


In that sense we could not have a more appropriate event to round off our 
celebrations. We have enjoyed six months of activities of all kinds and had 
many opportunities to reflect on the heritage we enjoy. The Air Show will 
help us to focus once more on the future and how we might each play our 
part to build on the legacy that has been gifted to us by earlier generations. 


Our thanks to all those who have played a part in creating such a wonderful 
programme of learning and entertainment, and to all the organisations and 
individuals who have offered their skills and resources to ensure that this 
show will be an outstanding success. 


Sir Wallace Rowling 
Chairman 


Chairman: SIR WALLACE ROWLING Patron: SIR JACK NEWMAN 
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FLIGHT TRAINING FROM 
STUDENT TO COMMERCIAL 


INSTRUCTOR RATINGS 


ENQUIRIES FOR INSTRUMENT RATINGS 


Instruction can be tailored to suit your individual 
requirements 


* Scenic Flights 
* = Aerial Photography 
* Charters Anywhere in the Country 


We have aircraft available for any occasion — 7 
days a week. For further information or just 
drop in for a chat and coffee at: 


NELSON AIRPORT 
Phone 547 9642 


KEEN TO TRAVEL 


GZ Holiday Shoppe 


If the following are vital requirements in 
your choice of a travel agency: 


Excellent service & attention 

The best possible air fares 

The widest choice of accommodation 
The combined expertise of many years 
of international travel experience 


Then we are the one locally owned 
chain of travel agencies you should choose. 


GZ Holiday Shoppe 


WE ARE HERE TO SERVE YOU 
Nelson G Holiday Shoppe Crr Rutherford St & Haven Rd. Phone 548-9079 
Hardy StreetGZ Holiday Shoppe 170 Hardy St, Nelson. Phone 546-9229 
Stoke Z Holiday Shoppe 3 Putaitiai St, Phone 547-5363 
Richmond Gy Holiday Shoppe 231 Queen St, Phone 544-6640 
Motueka Gy, Holiday Shoppe 102 High St, Phone 528-9550 


Fully bonded members of TAANZ 
Open late night and Saturday morning 


Brief History of Nelson Aero Club - Sixty Years as an Aero Club 


It is seemly that the first entry in the first 
minute book of the N.A.C. be again repeated. 

Ameeting was held in the Institute Rooms 
on Wednesday September 28, 1932 to dis- 
cuss the forming of an Aero Club in Nelson 
and it was moved by Mr AR Kingsford that 
the Nelson Aero Club be formed. 

An airfield was obtained and developed at 
Stoke opposite the freezing works, first used 
for training and later for commercial operations. 

Training was provided by Marlborough Aero 
Club instructors using DH.60 aircraft and a 
nucleus of pilots was trained. The first flying 
display was staged October 1933. March 1934 
saw the arrival of the Southern Cross and Lady 
Mary Kingsford-Smith cut the ribbon to offi- 
cially open the Club’s first hangar which backed 
onto the Main Road. The RNZAC Annual 
Competitions were first held at Nelson in 1935. 
To be repeatedin 1955, 1971, again at the Fifty 
Year Celebration in 1982 and here again in 
1992 after sixty years as an aero club. 

It was recognised that flying would grow 
and farsighted club members obtained a site 
at Quarantine Road and work was commenced 
in 1939 on what was to be the Aero Club 
airfield and a new aircraft was purchased. 


This, a Piper Cub, was very popular but unfor- 
tunately, with the advent of WWII the plane 
was sold, the Military took charge of the air- 
field and Club activities ceased until renewed 
in 1946 when forty members enrolled, an 
instructor and engineer engaged and flying 
recommenced with three Tiger Moths in what 
is known as No 2 Hangar. From that day to this 
better aircraft have been continually acquired 
to keep the fleet modern. 

In 1954 the Club shifted to the present 
building and purchased same in 1960 and 
renovated it to its present state. 

As with all Clubs the majority of work and 
improvements is done by volunteers and Nel- 
son Aero Club is no exception and present 
members are grateful to all members who have 
worked for the benefit of the Club. Those very 
early enthusiasts have a particular place and 
are well remembered today. 

At this Sixtieth Anniversary we have still 
with us one member of the original committee 
formed in 1932. He is the present Patron of the 
Club, Sir Jack Newman. The Club is honoured 
to have Sir Jack as its Patron, who after 60 
years still maintains a very active interest in 
flying. 


Paul Le Gros 


BARRISTER & SOLICITOR 


Associated with Duncan Cotterill Solicitors 
Auckland and Christchurch 


40 Waimea Road, Nelson Ph: 003-548-2089 
Happy to be associated with the 
150th Birthday Air Pageant - LICENSED RESTAURANT: Open 7 days 


Seafoods, Steaks, Roast Meals, Salads 
¢ Conveyancing and Mortgages 


- Business law — Company Formations * MARILYN’S BAR 
° iis BONE in Plain English - 41 SERVICED UNITS 
¢ Immigration Procedures 


- Personalised, Specialised Service °SPA & GYM 


« HEATED POOL 


Ph NN 5A6 6223 * CONFERENCE ROOM 


Please contact Paul Le Gros or Kim Penketh MOST COMPETITIVE RATES IN TOWN 
Legal Executive to assist in any way. 


BRIAN & ANGELA ARE PLEASED TO BE ASSOCIATED WITH 
NELSON'S 150TH ANNIVERSARY AIR PAGEANT. 


WE FLY NON-STOP 
24 HOURS A DAY 
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Nelson’s Own Stereo Station 


Proud to support the 1992 Air Pageant 


Think Green. 


aircraft operators. But we’re more than just fuel. 


The next time you look up in the sky and 
see an aircraft winging its way to wherever, think 
about what keeps it up there. There’s more than 
a small possibility it could be us. Air BP. 

We provide aviation fuel for Air New 
Zealand, the Royal New Zealand Air Force, 


international carriers and numerous _ light 


We put into Air BP the same quality that 
goes into making the ordinary BP service station 
so distinctive. We call it service. 

So the next time you see an aircraft 
flying off into the 
blue, think green. 


HKM/R BPA 4012 


(NELSON) LTD 
93 Collingwood St, Nelson, Phone (03) 548 7288 


Total Floor Coverings 
for your 


AVIATION INSURANCE CARPETS - Domestic and Commercial 
call us or your broker for a quote 


WELLINGTON (04) 473-5593 oe 


Aviation Co-operating Underwriters Limited SPECIALIST FLOORS - Wood - Cork 


Managing Agents for British Aviation Insurance Group Ltd 
69-71 Boulcott Street, P.O. Box 10-027, Wellington, New Zealand. 


Telephone (04) 473-5593. Facsimile (04) 472-6774. TILES — Floor and Wall tiles - Teracotta 


HANDCRAFT SUPPLIES - Fabrics - 
patchwork - Embroidery - Tapestry threads 
and kits - Fur & Felt - Toy making - Cane and 
leather accessories 


BUTYNOL ROOFING 


Brian Poole Arden Jennings 


enterprise print 


COMMERCIAL PRINTEAS & STATIONERS 
176 BRIDGE ST BOX 437 NELSON PHONE 548 2354 FAX 546 9313 


Specialists in all types of Printing TOSH i Ee FAX MACHINES 


1 C let ffi 
Letterheads Business Cards ome ete Office Stationery 
Supplies from Household to 


Large Corporations 
Desks, Chairs, Filing 
Brochures Bereavement Cards Equipment, Calculators 


Largest range ot Wedding Stationery in Nelson 


Air Nelson —- Customer Service the Key 


Operating as Air New Zealand Link, Nelson 
based Air Nelson Limited now flies more fre- 
quently to more New Zealand destinations 
than any of the country’s other domestic air- 
lines. 

Founded by Managing Director Robert Inglis 
and partner Nicki Smith in 1978 as a flying 
school at Motueka, thirty kilometres west of 
Nelson, the Company has been on a planned 
growth path ever since. 

It enjoyed dramatic growth from mid 1990, 
when it took over many of the regional services 
of its 50% shareholder Air New Zealand. 

Hamilton based Eagle Air, majority owned 
by Air New Zealand, took over the rest of the 
these services at that time. 

Today Air Nelson operates 1,100 services a 
week to seventeen key provincial destinations 
-a healthy increase on the 300 services a week 
it was operating before it took over the Air New 
Zealand Link services. 

Services are provided by a fleet of twenty 
aircraft, the mainstays of which are five fully 
pressurised Saab 340’s and ten Metroliner 
IIl’s. 

Cities currently receiving regular Air New 
Zealand Link services operated by Air Nelson 
Limited are Auckland, Tauranga, New Ply- 
mouth, Wanganui, Gisborne, Napier, 
Palmerston North, Wellington, Paraparaumu, 
Blenheim, Nelson, Motueka, Takaka, Westport, 
Hokitika, Christchurch and Timaru. 

The Company fully supports the Tourism 
Board’s contention that there is enormous 
growth potential for New Zealand in inbound 
tourism. 

It plays its own role in helping to achieve 
this by supporting regional tourism bodies 
and maintaining close relationships not only 
with the Tourism Board but with other key 
industry organisations such as the South 
Island Promotion Association and the New 
Zealand Tourist Industry Federation. 

In 1990 its leading role in aviation was 
recognised when it was presented with a pres- 
tigious Aviation Industry of New Zealand Award 
for ‘an outstanding contribution to the devel- 
opment and promotion’ of the industry here. 

Fundamental to the Company’s success 
has been its commitment to customer service 
and frequent, fast direct services to the main 
centres, says Robert Inglis. 

‘Our aim is to meet the needs of all New 
Zealanders wishing to travel to our destina- 
tions, particularly business people who need 
early morning services so that they can make 


the most efficient use of their time while they 
are travelling’. 

‘We will continue to seek improvements in 
our services and aim to be flexible enough to 
meet new demand as it arises’. 

Mr Inglis says the Air New Zealand invest- 
ment in Air Nelson has given it the ability to 
develop further as demand for existing serv- 
ices grows and new opportunities appear. 

It is the ability to adapt and change as 
circumstances demand which has already seen 
Air Nelson develop from a flying school into a 
progressive force in regional air transport in 
this country and enabled it to capitalise on the 
deregulation of the airline industry in the mid 
1980's. 

Success as a flying school led to research 
into other opportunities and by 1984 the Com- 
pany had entered the airline business with 
regular scheduled services between Motueka 
and Wellington. 

Next step was the introduction of a service 
between Nelson and Wellington and the estab- 
lishment of a significant base at Nelson Air- 
port. 

Then came other services and, in 1988, a 
commercial alliance with Eagle Air to createa 
sizeable joint network and shared reservation 
system. 

Today the Company has an extensive op- 
erations and engineering base in Nelson, but 
also bases aircraft and their crews ata number 
of key airports around the country in pursuit 
of its objective of providing precisely the serv- 
ices those communities need. 

That early flying school foundation also 
means the Company places safety in the air 
ahead of all other operational considerations. 


For further information please contact: 
Digby Lawley 


Manager Public Relations and Marketing 
Air Nelson Limited 


Private Bag 

NELSON 

Telephone 0-3-546 7484 
Fax 0-3-546 6272 


ASK US! 


ABOUT OUR SPECIAL ROOM RATES FOR: 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS 
FAMILY GROUPS 

SPORTS TEAMS 

REUNIONS 

HOLIDAY MAKERS 


PLANNING A “GET TOGETHER” ASK US! 


Quality Inn 
Nelson 
Trafalgar Square 
P.O. Box 248 
Nelson 
Phone (03) 548 2299 Fax (03) 546 8624 


NELSON 
HELICOPTERS SCENIC FLIGHTS 


Highly-experienced Hunting and fishing 
operators for trips, aerial 


lifting heavy photography See Nelson by Helicopter 


equipment 
(aerial 
crane) 


Flights operating 
during the Airshow both 
Saturday and Sunday 


$30 Adults 
$20 Child 10 & under 


Call Robyn flights and 


: : general charter 
or Bill Reid nationwide 


PH: 0-3-3541 8178 


Fax 0-3-541 8178 Mobile 0-25-325 377 (24 hrs) 
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AJ SE TELEPHONE 
56 Bridge St (Closed for rebuilding, HOUSE 


re-opening August 92) 
Mobile Communication Specialists 
Stockist of Diamond Rings 
Eternity & Wedding Rings Select From 


Watches, Clocks, Silverware OKI, Motorola, NEC, Fujitsu, 
MANUFACTURERS OF FINE JEWELLERY Soe Sas ae 
New & Used. 
Full Sales & Service on any 


Phone, Answer Machine, Cordless Phone, 
Fax Machines & Mobile Phones 


heliere _ Charms, Ph 546 6970 


Tie-Tacs, Cufflinks, Pendants, etc. 


GLASSWARE - Wine Glasses, 2 Vanguard St 
Beer Handles, etc. Nelson 


itn. DAVE >| Ls = 
lf I TRUST BANK Nelson’s Sole Agent for... 
CANTERBURY YAMAHA ana 
KAWASAKI 


Grants to community Motorcycles, genuine parts and accessories 


° ° : Full workshop facilities 
organisations in Nelson 


now exceed $800,000 


TTT 


yy TRUST BANK Be 3S! cs: 


at 


CANTERBURY Ses ce 
7 SS : ee a NELSON 

& PL lifes Ph 548 2159 

A ; ‘ Fax 548 2159 


Working for Your Community 


Trust Bank Canterbury Limited 
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Kitfox 


An interesting little aeroplane that will soon be 
seen in New Zealand skies is the KITFOX. 

This aircraft can be assembled with sim- 
ple hand tools in your garage. 

The advent of homebuilt aircraft is add- 
ing to the aviation scene all over the world and 
with good looking machines like this becoming 
available its no wonder. 

The KITFOX can be built in approxi- 
mately 500 hours and is available in variants 
as you see below. As well, you don’t have to 
consider hanger costs because at the end of 
the day you just fold it up and tow it home. 

When it is completed the lines must 
suggest to some of our older pilots the great 


ie 


classics ie: Piper Cub, Aeronica Champ or the 
Taylor Craft. Looking at the float plane version 
I see a hint of Canadian Lakes DeHaveland 
Beaver. Pure nostalgia. 

Some performance figures will show that 
this is far from the normal ultralight and is 
closer to the ranks of conventional factory 
manufactured aircraft. 


CRIS O aia eesnecs esc. sera stacaiarscnceones 87 mph 
Stall SHCE cisswsscsvcws rere rer ye 30 mph 
BRACE OF CUI coca rerccs cosas ose caer eees 1600 f/min 
Range @ BS ip vic.adescconccescsurests 218 ml 
TAG GI boos cae te cee ensue ae eeen es 60-75 ft 
Landing ..... rere scotevaasustuooetesss 100-150 ft 


When it’s friendly service and quality 
workmanship you want 


THINK 
PINKER 


FOR 
All mechanical requirements * WOF x Lubes 
Tyres * Tuneup specialists x Japanese imports 
Major repairs 


call in or phone 


RUSSELL PINKER MOTORS 


10 ROGERS STREET *« PORT NELSON 
PHONE/FAX 548 2772 MOBILE (025) 434-556 


Mon-Fri 8am -5pm 
Open Saturday mornings 8am - noon 


ALSO WE OPEN BY ARRANGEMENT 
FOR THOSE AFTER HOURS JOBS 


All credit cards accepted 


PETER ROSS TYRE SERVICES 


For all Tyre and Battery Requirements 


NEW & USED TYRES 


Firestone * Dunlop « Michellin * Bridgestone « Pirelli 


Proud to be associated with the 
150th Birthday Air Pageant 


SHELL HALIFAX 


Open 6am - midnight 365 days 


Magazines, groceries, papers, accessories, 
fishing tackle and bait, 
trailer hire 


Shell Halifax St 

20 Halifax St 

Nelson 

Phone NN 548 8744 
Next to MS Motors Youcan be sure 


of Shell 


lan & Trish Christison 
are proud to be associated 
with the 150th Birthday Air Pageant 
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repair centre 


36 Gloucester Street, Nelson 275 Queen Street, Richmond 
Phone/Fax: 03-548 8738 Phone: 03-544 6317 


— Vacuum Cleaners — Irons — Toasters — Microwaves — 
Power Tools — Shavers — Hair Dryers — Kettles and Jugs 
— Food Processors — Mixers — 


- Nelson and Richmond’s No. 1 Appliance Repair Service - 


¢ Power Tool Specialists 
¢ Specialise in Microwave Oven Repair 
* Fit In-House Vacuum Cleaner Systems 
* Call Out’s for Appliance, Stove/Range Repairs 
* We hold a wide range of Shaver Foils and Cutters 
* We have a large range of Second Hand Vacuum 
Cleaners and other appliances 
¢ A wide range of Top Quality Vacuum Cleaners 


— FOR PROMPT AND EFFICIENT SERVICE — 


Come and see us at our new branch 
275 Queen Street, Richmond 
(next door to House of Gifts) 


switched on service 


N.Z. Warbirds Association presents 
THE ROARING FORTIES 


The Roaring Forties is a New Zealand Harvard 
Aerobatic team of world class standard. This 
five man aircraft team thrill the crowds at all 
major N.Z. airshows. The whole display is a co- 
ordinated operation with start up routine im- 
mediately capturing the crowd. Engines are 
started in unison and it’s precision from start 
to finish. There is a formation take off with 
normally the 5 aircraft vacating from the local 
area whilst another aircraft display continues, 
before returning in a tight five abreast low 
pass. Then the roar of the five R-1340 radials 
ensure that all eyes are quickly pulled centre 
stage for a five ship loop with one aircraft 
breaking free to perform a solo display, includ- 
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N.A. AT6 HARVARD 
Two Seat Advanced Trainer 


Engine - 
Developing 600 h.p. 


Fuel Consumption - 


Speed - 


Pratt Whitney R1340 
Radial Air Cooled Engine 


ing a Cuban Eight, an Avalanche and four 
eight pin rolls. Continuity is then ensured as 
the other four aircraft return to perform the 
group aerobatic formation display of loops and 
passes, complete with smoke. Then individual 
low level passes by the Harvards enable the 
spectators to see each aircraft close at hand. 
With a final manoeuvre of the four machines 
completing a downward vertical bomb burst, 
each one flying towards the four points of the 
compass and the team leader flying between 
and vertically through the break point. The 
team then return for their traditional loop or 
roll under buzz and break landing. An impec- 
cable aerobatic crowd pleasing display. 


Photo NZ Wings 


25 gals per hour - 2 x 50 gal tanks 
Max 220 mph Cruise 130 mph 


The Nelson Regional Airport 


Much of the early history of aviation in the 
district has been covered elsewhere in this 
book but not a lot has been said about our 
centre of flying — the Nelson Regional Airport. 

We have come a long way since pilots had to 
feel their way down through the cloud and 
hope the landing field was not soggy enough to 
upset their plans .. . literally. 

This unsatisfactory situation could not con- 
tinue and the present aerodrome site was 
opened in 1939. An administration building 
and control tower followed in 1940 and served 
until 1975 when the present terminal was 
opened. Today the large number of flights that 
make Nelson the busiest provincial airport in 
the country are handled by competent and 
highly trained staff from the control tower atop 
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Terminal, control tower, and administration build- 
ing (1940 to 1975). Note that the tower allows no 
view to the east. 


Nelson aerodrome May 1941. Present Aeroclub hanger bottom centre. 


the terminal building. Gone are the days when 
a pilot would fix his location by calling up on 
the radio to ask if those on the ground could 
hear his engine. 


So here we are celebrating our 150th birth- 
day and we have an airport that has come from 
a grass paddock to a facility of which to be 
proud and which will continue to serve and 
grow with our community. We may never see 
Jumbo Jets at Nelson but the multiplicity of 
aircraft types and services that are available to 
Nelsonians means that it matters not whether 
you are on an air traveller, have a yen to fly 
yourself or you just like to watch aeroplanes 
on the weekend, Nelson Airport will continue 
to cater to all. 


Nelson’s new airport, opened in 1975. Quite a 
change from a leaky roof and pot-bellied stove. 
Photo Nelson Evening Mail. 
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Photo RNZAF Official. 


Talley’s 


BLUEBIRD TAXI LTD. 


FRIENDLY PERSONAL SERVICE 
— WE AIM TO PLEASE 


Phone 546 6681 


SIGHTSEEING * TOURS * WEDDINGS 
Family Accounts, Pensioner Rates, Contract Rates 


Fresh Frozen Vegetables | 
and Seafoods 


We Lead Others Follow! 


“The fresh name in the freezer” 


BURTS MasterTRADE 


Proud to be associated with Nelson’s 150th Birthday Air Pageant. 
Suppliers to the Plumbing and Electrical Trades. 


When building or renovating 
see our trained staff for all your plumbing and 
bathroom requirements. 


We stock all the leading brands of vanity baths and toilets. 


Call in and see us for friendly and helpful service. 


Nelson - 150 Years as a City 


As this, the 150th Anniversary of Nelson ap- 
proaches, we take great pleasure in producing 
a souvenir programme of the Air Show and 
RNZAC’s Annual Pageant. 

In 150 years Nelson has progressed and 
historians have well catered for past events. 
However we would highlight some of Nelson’s 
past. 

In the beginning shipping was the main 
link. Sailing ships edged past Arrow Rock into 
the harbour. The road around Magazine Point 
was non-existent, the flat areas about Nelson 
were Swampy at Pioneer Park and Tahunanui. 
Trees and flax were everywhere. Then came 
the settlers. Areas were cleared and tracks 
opened. 

Pa Hill sprouted a cathedral and Thomas 
Cawthron donated the Church Steps; posts 
and chains for the Rocks Road wall and the 
Cawthron Institute; and a railway was built to 
bring copper ore from the mineral belt to the 
wharf. Coal gas was produced from coal un- 
loaded at the Gasworks wharf. 

To keep track of time a gun was fired at noon 
on Britannia Heights and a signal ball used to 
announce ship arrivals. Granite blocks were 
shipped from Tonga by boat to form the wall 
from Saltwater Creek to Tahuna to be installed 
by convicts who daily trudged from Shelbourne 
Street Gaol carrying their ball and chain. 

Gold added further interest in the 
Wakamarina, Howard, Baton and Collingwood 
areas bringing further immigrants to the area. 

Farming developed and apples and other 
fruit flourished. Great was the jubilation when 
1 million cases of apples were exported in one 
season. 

Shipping flourished and a foundry grew at 
the port. A train line was built and ran regu- 
larly to Tapawera passing over the Bishopdale 
hill past the Bishop’s residence. From where 


+. EELCO COFFEE Hoy 
i GALLERY << 


Open 7 Days 
7am — 11pm 


Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner, Supper 


Light snacks * Good Coffee 
Famous for our Mussel Chowder 


We’ve been open for 30 years 


the railway line went to the port, harbour 
reclamation began and the present large wharf 
system began to take form. 

An earthquake destroyed the Boys College, 
constructed in brick to replace the first wooden 
College built on the heights overlooking Nel- 
son city. 

Arterial roads improved and then came air 
transport. An aerodrome was opened at Stoke 
opposite the freezing works. It was transferred 
to Tahuna just prior to WWII when the au- 
thorities took over and built the present aero- 
drome used by RNZAF for WWII training. 

A flying boat (Walsh Bros) landed and flew 
passenger flights from the sea where the Shell 
petrol Company now have their buildings. The 
first landing recorded in November 1921 at 
Stoke. 

Water supply presented a problem. The 
Brook Stream reservoir became inadequate 
and a hole was bored into the Roding river, site 
of copper mining, which served the growing 
city’s needs until recently when the Maitai 
river came into production. With water came 
sewerage and a new system was built on one 
of the estuary islands. 

Nelsonians can be justly proud of their city 
and the first 150 years of existence, in the fact 
that it is and has been a city for long pro- 
claimed by the magnificent cathedral built of 
local Takaka marble and standing so proudly 
at the top of the Cathedral Hill overlooking city 
and estuary. 

To conclude with a little known fact. Nelson 
is the centre of New Zealand. A trig station on 
a pointed hill behind the Cawthron Institute 
proclaims that it is the geographical centre of 
New Zealand. 

Such is a glossary of our home town. Much 
has been left out but it is hoped that many 
memories have been stirred. 


“NELSON’S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY RESTAURANT” 


¢ EAT IN - TAKE AWAY - DRIVE THRU - 


— Children’s Playland — 


OPEN 7 DAYS 


(\\ _ 111 Rutherford Street, 
e | Nelson. 


Wew ZEALAND Phone 548 2888 


E & J Hill Demolition 


Concrete Cutting up to 250mm thick 
Hydro Seeding and Beautification 
Latest Safety Regulations 
Asbestos Removal 
All Demolition 


Call us for 


FREE QUOTES 


Contact 
Earl Hill 
Ph. (03) 547 9466 
Mobile (025) 427532 
793 Main Rd Stoke Nelson 


THE CHOICE OF A NEW GENERATION: 
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Meet your Phen at the Wakatu Hotel 


We offer you: 
¢ Homely accommodation at Budget Rates (from 
$30.00 p.p. including cooked breakfast and en suite) 
¢ Cobb & Co. Restaurant where there is 
something for everyone at very reasonable prices 
¢ Two Bars to choose from for a relaxing drink. 


Cnr Bridge & Collingwood Streets 
Phone 548 4299 


WAKATU HOTEL 


fe & = 


Expelitin tha original 


ce i ea oa ee 


21 Vanguard Street, Nelson Phone Nelson 546 9259 


UNEEDA HIRE SERVICE LTD 
would like to congratulate NELSON 
on their 150th Birthday 


PARTY HIRE 
TRAILERS 
MARQUEES 


EXERCISE EQUIPMENT 


GARDENING 
PAINTING 


IF U-NEED IT 
WE HIRE IT 


Open Saturday 7.30am — 5pm, 
Sunday 9am — 1pm, Mon to Fri 7.30 — 5pm. 


ee 


ee ee cre a We ca SA es Cia ee eee ceed 


Commercial Flying in Nelson 


This can be said to have been started in the 
year 1921. When Captain Fowler was commis- 
sioned by Mr T Newman to fly him from 
Wellington to Brightwater. After his arrival in 
Brightwater he spent several days flying pas- 
sengers out of Richmond Park. 

During the years following many and vari- 
ous aircraft carried passengers from various 
places - front beach and back beach, but it 
was not until 30 December 1935 that licences 
were granted and regular services commenced 
to Wellington by Cook Strait Airways to be 
continued to 1939 when WWII interrupted 
operations. During the war years Union Air- 
ways and Air Travel supplemented by RNZAF 
Squadrons provided commercial services. 

In 1948 NAC had gained all control over 
competitors and Cook Strait Airways were 
forced out of business and the company went 
into liquidation in 1949. Main route flights in 
and out of Nelson were in the hands of the 
Corporation and flights were offered direct to 
other centres. 

In 1983 the Open Skies policy came into 
effect and so did third level companies. 

A freight service was provided by S.A.F.E. 
using Bristol Freighters but with competition 
from ferries, was discontinued. A new freight 
service (non-scheduled) is now in operation 
using smaller DC3 aircraft, Field Air 1990. 

Passenger and light freight has been the 
object of several attempts to commence opera- 
tions by small operators. Air Travel (NZ) Ltd 
flew a service from Nelson to the West Coast in 
1950. John Reid commenced North West Air- 
lines to Takaka but sold out in 1957. 

Trans Island Airways operated from South 
but ceased in 1957. 

Golden Coast Airways came into being in 
1960 with a service to Karamea and the Coast 
to sell out to a group of Nelson businessmen 
and became Golden Coast Airlines and carried 
until 1972 when NAC took over the route. 

South Pacific Airways (SPANZ) operated 
through Nelson from 1960 to 1966. 

Capital Air Services commenced in 1970 
carrying newspapers and freight with limited 
passengers to later be sold in 1975 to James 
Aviation and shifted to Nelson only to cease 
operations in 1972 to become James Air, later 
Avcorp Commuter and sold in 1984. 

Brice Nairn founded Nairn Aviation in 1973 
and sold to Associated Aviation (Nelson) Ltd in 
1979. Associated Aviation with Associated Avia- 
tion (Motueka) and Associated Aviation (Nel- 
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son) operated from Nelson, Motueka to 1983 
when Associated Aviation Nelson (Ltd) became 
Tasman Aviation Ltd and the licences were 
sold to Air Nelson (Ltd) late 1983. Associated 
Aviation flew a twice weekly service between 
Nelson and Paraparaumu in 1983. 


e AirAlbatross commenced operatingin 1980 
continuing until 1985. 


e Gold Fields Air commenced 1986 and dis- 
continued same year 1986. 


e Coast Air commenced 1986 to terminate 
1987. 


e Pacifica Air commenced 1987 to terminate 
1988. 


e Mount Cook commenced 1987 to terminate 
1990. 


e Eagle Air commenced 1986 to terminate 
1988. 


e Tranzair commenced 1989. 
e Ansett using Dash 8’ commenced 1990. 


e Air NZ and Mount Cook both ceased opera- 
tions from Nelson during 1990. 


e At time of writing Air Nelson flying in Air NZ 
colours, Ansett and Tranzair with Fieldair 
freighter DC3 serve the main passenger routes 
from Nelson. 


e Air charter work is also carried out by 
Nelson Aero Club. 


¢ Golden Bay Aviation also operates charter 
services from Nelson and Takaka. 


D.H.82 TIGER MOTH 


Photo NZ Wings 


fufinen JOHN A. PEARCE LTD. 
Tete! BUILDER & CONTRACTOR 


OF ca 
CENTRES 


New Homes & Alterations 
Quality Work Guaranteed 
Free Quotations 


Check out our full range of 


PARTY - LEISURE 9 Rotoiti Street, Nelson 
CATERING EQUIPMENT Ph. Mobile 0-25-321 718 


McGlashen Ave Richmond Vanguard St ee A/H 0-3-548 6025 


544 6094 548 2766 


CONGRATULATES THE NELSON AERO CLUB ON 60 YEARS 
OF FLYING - THE OLDEST ACTIVE AVIATION ENTERPRISE 
IN NELSON PROVINCE. 


WINGS HAS ALSO BEEN AROUND FOR THOSE SIXTY 
YEARS, REPORTING ON THE NELSON AVIATION SCENE 
SINCE THE OPENING OF THE NELSON AERO CLUB'S NEW 
AERODROME IN THE APRIL 1933 ISSUE. 


TODAY NZ WINGS CONTINUES AS NEW ZEALAND'S OWN 
AVIATION MAGAZINE - COVERING A WIDE RANGE OF 
ACTIVITIES - AERO CLUB, RNZAF, WARBIRDS, AIRLINES, 
AGRICULTURAL FLYING, HOMEBUILTS, MICROLIGHTS, 
GLIDING, HELICOPTER - PAST AND PRESENT. 


FOR $42.00 YOU CAN HAVE 11 ISSUES DELIVERED DIRECT 
TO YOUR LETTER BOX - A SAVING OF OVER 23 PERCENT ON O a Te < 
THE BOOK SHOP RATE. 


Nelson 


Live Entertainment Four Nights a Week 
— Dixies Lounge Bar 


AIRSHOW SPECIAL - TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

USING THE COUPON BELOW AND SELECT YOUR 

CHOICE OF EITHER AIRCRAFT OF THE RNZAF OR 
AIRWAYS - THE FIRST 50 YEARS FREE. 


| ENCLOSE $42.00 FOR A YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION : 
TO NEW ZEALAND WINGS Bistro Meals — No Meal over $11.95 
[NAME i Clean, Comfortable, Budget Accommodation 
J ADDRESS kers Special — $14.00 per night 
cial — $14. 
4 | SELECT AIRCRAFT OF THE RNZAF I also Backpac it pe P g 
\ OR AIRWAYS - THE FIRST FIFTY YEARS 4 
AS MY FREE INTRODUCTORY BOOK. . 
Ison. Ph: 546-9279 
POST TO - NEW ZEALAND WINGS, PO BOX 120, OTAKI. 152 Bridge Street Ne sO 
Whee ces esses ee ee es eee ee eee ee ee ee ee es ss 
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N.A. AT6 HARVARD 
Two Seat Advanced Trainer 


Engine 
Pratt Whitney R1340 
Radial Air Cooled Engine 


Developing 600 h.p. 


Fuel Consumption 
25 gals per hour - 2 x 50 gal tanks 


Speed 
220mph Cruise 130 mph 


is 
Uy 
Wy yi 
yy yy Yi y 
yy 


Ly 
Ye 


Ly Y ye 


yy by 
Uy LD 


yyy 


iy 
yy 


ty 


BELL 47G SIOUX 
The Sioux was the first helicopter to 
enter RNZAF service. 


Power Plant 
1 x 260-HP Lycoming flat 6-piston 


(47G-3B- 1) 


& man 

Cruise speed = 65 knots 
Max. speed = 91 knots 
Service ceiling = 10,000ft 


Crew 
Instructor and student 


Ly 
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BOEING 727-100C 

Two thirteen-year-old Boeing 727s 
were purchased second-hand and 
entered service in 1981. 


Power Plant 
3 x Pratt & Whitney JT8D-7 turbofans 


Performance 
Normal cruise speed = 461 


Max. speed = 512 knots 
Service ceiling = 41,000’ 
Max. range = 2900nm 


Crew 4-7 personnel 
Capacity upto 129 passengers 


AEROSPACE CT-4B AIRTRAINER 
The RNZAF’s Airtrainers entered 
service in 1976 and the Pilot Training 
School, at RNZAF Base Wigram, 
currently flies 15 Airtrainers. 


Power Plant 


1 x Continental flat 6-piston engine 


Performance 
Normal cruise speed = 231km/h 


Max. level speed = 150 knots 
Max. range = 605nm 


Photos R.N.Z.A.F. Official 


1050 - 1055 


PROGRAMME 
Saturday 28 March 1992 


Lead In 


* First of eleven draws for Air New Zealand Link travel, courtesy of Air Nelson, Free ticket 
for two on the Air New Zealand Link extensive Network - keep your numbered entry ticket 


1055 - 1105 


1105-1115 


L119---1135 


1125 - 1135 


1135 - 1145 


Weather permitting, Microlights of all shapes will fly past and land on the 
Western Grass Runway - followed by Dominie, Tiger Moth, Homebuilts 
and vintage aircraft 


Display by Mt Cook Airline’s ‘Pilatus Porter’ 

STOL (short take off and landing) Beer aircraft display flown by 
Captain Phil Cooney 

A change of sound - Warbirds ‘P51 Mustang’ display, Pilot: Trevor Bland 


The Whisper Jet - Ansett’s BE 146 display and arrival. This aircraft will be 
on public display near the Aero Club 


Warbirds ‘Sea Fury’ display. The last piston engine fighter bomber to be 
built in quantity in the United Kingdom flown by Robbie Booth 


* Placemakers will build a house in the centre of the Trade Fair 
DB Clydesdales parade 
ig Sun City Big Band 


1245 - 1255 


1255 - 1305 


1305 - 1310 


1310 - 1318 


1318 - 1326 


1326 - 1340::- 


1420 - 1505 


1505 - 1515 


Race of the decade! Honda NSX sports car driven by Warbirds Pilot, Robbie 
Booth, ZK-MAD Pitts Special flown by Richard Hood, Hughes 500 Helicop- 
ter flown by Bill Reid of Nelson Helicopters. Two or three lengths of the 
runway depending on wind direction 


Air New Zealand Link Metroliner III display courtesy of Air Nelson, flown 
by Captain Damian King and First Officer Richard Holmden 


Nelson Parachute Club display 


_ Warbirds ‘DH Vampire Jet Fighter’ of the 1950’s - Pilots: Ross Ewing and 


John Peterson 


Warbirds ‘Spitfire’ sponsored to Nelson by the Bowater Group. This well 
known Battle of Britain aircraft will be flown by its owner, Tim Wallis of 
Wanaka, or Tom Middleton of Nelson 


Warbirds ‘Roaring Forties Aerobatic Team’ - Pilots: John Lamond, John 
Peterson, Stephen Taylor, Keith Skilling and Robbie Booth 


Placemakers House Building 
DB Clydesdales parade 
Sun City Big Band 


RNZAF display - see details on Sunday's Programme 


Warbirds ‘Corsair’ display. Over 12,500 of these ground attack fighters were 
produced and today Tom Middleton or Keith Skilling will put this powerful 
aircraft through its paces 


iB 


eae Hovercraft Rides 


AIRCRAFT PARK 


ANSETT 


me Terminal 
Car 


Park 
AIRFORCE CAMP 


GOLF COURSE 


Shuttle Bus: $5.00 Return (Pilots Free 


Public Viewing 
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1055 - 1100 


1100 - 1110 


1110 - 1120 


1120 - 1125 


1125-11385 


1135 - 1140 


1140 - 1155 


1300 - 1305 


1310 - 1308 


1308 - 1318 


1318 - 1325 


1325 - 1330 


1330 - 1415 


1415 - 1430 


PROGRAMME 
Sunday 29 March 1992 


Air New Zealand National will land the first Boeing 737 Twinjet to visit 
Nelson. This aircraft will be open to the public. Entry via the Air Nelson 
display area 


Nelson Aero Club celebrates its 60th birthday and as a salute the Royal New 
Zealand Aero club winners from Thursday’s and Friday’s competitions will 
fly past 


Air New Zealand Link SAAB 340 - a recent addition to the New Zealand sky, 


the SAAB will be demonstrated by Air Nelson’s Captain Dale Webb and First 
Officer Paddy Moxham 


Bungee Parachute Jump - First performance in Nelson by Aucklanders. 
Flown to the Show by Air New Zealand Link -Air Nelson 


Ansett New Zealand 146 display 


Kitfox - another newcomer on display in Nelson for the first time. Build this 
aircraft yourself, fold out the wings and fly. A kitplane of the future 


Warbirds 


Placemakers House is finished and on display 
Sun City Big Band 


Air New Zealand National Boeing 737 - Take-off 


Nelson Gliding Club Display - aero tow and winch oy: Pilots: Ivan 
Evans and Errol Shirtcliffe 


Race of the Decade! - see details on Saturdays Programme 
Glider Display 
t 


WILGA - another first for the 150th Celebrations Air Show 


RNZAF - Airtrainer - aerobatics, Andover - STOL demonstration, Kiwi Blue 
- parachute team, Iroquois - role demonstration, Macchi 339 - solo aeros, 


Orion - flypast, Skyhawk - solo aerobatics 


Warbirds - a final look at those wonderful aircraft so beautifully preserved 
and flown by the Warbirds Team. The Corsair, Sea Fury, Mustang, Vampire 
and Harvards followed by a final solo run by the Spitfire. 


Stay for a while longer and see the largest ever gathering of aircraft seen 


in Nelson depart. 


Please take your time going home - don’t forget your Kentucky Fried Chicken voucher 
on your entry ticket! 


BELL UH IROQUOIS 

The RNZAF’s UH Iroquois helicopters 
are operated by No. 3 Squadron from 
Hobsonville, RNZAF Base Auckland. 


Power Plant 
1 x Lycoming T53-L13B turboshaft 
engine 


Performance 

Normal cruise speed = 110 knots 
Max. speed = 124 knots 

Max. range = 200nm or with auxiliary 
fuel tank 370nm 


Crew three (2 pilot, 1 crewman) 


LOCKHEED C-130H HERCULES 
The Hercules fulfills the RNZAF’s long- 
range and tactical transport roles. 


Power Plant 
4 x Allison T56 turboprops 


Performance 

Normal cruise speed = 300 knots 
Service ceiling = 42,000ft 

Range (max. payload) = 2080nm 
Max. range = 4771nm 


Crew 5-6 personnel 


Capacity 92 troops or 64 paratroops 
or 74 stretchers or 6 cargo pallets 


HAWKER SIDDELEY ANDOVER C Mk. 1 
Ten Andovers were bought second-hand 
in 1976 from the Royal Air Force to 
replace the retiring Dakotas and Bristol 
Freighters. 


Power Plant 
2 x Rolls Royce Dart 12 Mk 201 C 
turboprops 


Performance 
Normal cruise speed = 208 knots 


Max. speed = 248 knots 
Max. range = 1700nm 


Crew 4-5 personnel 


McDONNELL DOUGLAS A-4K & 
TA-4K SKYHAWK 

Fourteen A-4K and TA-4K Skyhawks 
entered service in 1970. An additional 
10 were bought second-hand from the 
Royal Australian Navy in 1984. 


Power Plant 
1 x Pratt & Whitney J52 turbojet 


Performance 
Cruise speed = 420 knots 


Max. speed = 630 knots 
Max. range = 1754nm 


Photos R.N.Z.A.F. Official 


WESTLAND WASP HAS Mk. 1 

The Wasp helicopter is operated by the 
Royal New Zealand Navy in the anti- 
submarine warfare role. 


Power Plant 
1 x Rolls Royce Nimbus 503 shaft turbine 


engine 


Performance 
Cruise speed = 106 knots 


Max. speed = 115 knots 
Max. range = 280nm 


Crew 1-2 personnel 
Capacity 4-5 passengers 


LOCKHEED P-3K ORION 

The Orion is a long range maritime 
patrol aircraft; primarily designed for 
antisubmarine warfare. 


Power Plant 
4 x Allison T56 turboprops 


Performance 


Normal cruise speed = 351 knots 

Patrol cruise speed = 260 knots 

Max. level speed = 411 knots 

Max. range = 3831nm 

Airborne endurance = 15 hours with 
2 engines shut down 


Crew 11 personnel 


FOKKER F27-100 FRIENDSHIP 
Friendship provides training facilities 
for two student navigators, two student 
air electronics operators and two in- 
structors. 


Power Plant 
2 x Rolls Royce Dart turboprops 


Performance 

Normal cruise speed = 210 knots 
Max. speed = 254 knots 

Max. range = 1675nm 

Crew 2-6 personnel 


B.A.C. STRIKEMASTER 

Single engine jet trainer which has 
served RNZAF for many years and is 
now being replaced by the Macchi 
trainer. 


Photos R.N.Z.A.F. Official 
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AERMACCHI MB-339CB 

In March 1991 the RNZAF 
brought into service the first 
three Macchis. The remaining 
15 aircraft are to be brought 
into service in groups of three 
every six months until 1993. 
The Macchi features advanced 
technology, making it more 
compatible with the RNZAF’s 
updated Skyhawks. It’s pri- 
mary role with No. 14 Squad- 
ron, at RNZAF Base Ohakea, 
is to provide the advanced 
pilot training stage of the 
Wings Course. The Macchis 
replace the RNZAF’s fleet of 15 
Strikemasters which are to be 
phased out of service by the 
end of 1992. 


Power Plant 
1 x Rolls Royce Viper 680 
turbojet 


Performance 

Max. speed = 487 knots 
Service ceiling = 45,000ft 
Max. range = 1100nm 
Airborne endurance = 3:45hrs 


FOR ALL YOUR CIVIL 
ENGINEERING REQUIREMENTS 


TASMAN 
—— 


HOWEY 


For excellence in construction from major 
projects to private driveways! 


* Road Construction 

‘ Land Development 

‘ Asphalting & Sealing 

‘ Road Marking 

* Concrete Construction 
‘ Bitumen Roofing 


PHONE FOR A FREE QUOTATION 


947-9789 


- Earthmoving 
* Driveways 

‘ Aggregate Supplies 
‘ Waste Disposal 

- Drainage 

* Building Demolition 


Zt 


Photo R.N.Z.A.F. Official 


MANNING 
TRUCK & TRAILER LTD 


« On site laser beam wheel alignment check and axle 
corrections for trucks, buses, trailers and semi trailers 
anywhere in the South Island. 


¢ Only on-site Hendrickson suspension service 
in the South Island. 


« Full bush, or center bush, replacements 
done on site. 


MAKE AN APPOINTMENT NOW! 


VINCE MANNING 
(03) 348-5542 or 025-321-949 


New Zealand Warbirds Assn Inc. 


In 1978 a dedicated group of aviation enthusi- 
asts held a meeting in Air New Zealand House 
and founded an organisation to be called New 
Zealand Warbirds Association Incorporated 
and the original aim is simply stated as being 
“to preserve and fly any aircraft associated 
with or flown by the Royal New Zealand Airforce, 
and further to obtain and keep in pristine air 
worthy condition any and all aircraft repre- 
senting New Zealand’s rich aviation history”. 

Part of a world wide movement, the Warbird 
movement had its foundation as a result of the 
superb machinery evolved out of necessity 
during the period of World War II when thou- 
sands of aeroplanes like the P51D Mustang or 
the Spitfire were produced en mass to supply 
the needs of nations at war. A time when 
aircraft design and piston engines, both Ra- 
dial and In-Line, reached their ultimate per- 
formance capacity just prior to the introduc- 
tion of the Jet aircraft. As World War II came to 
a close, many thousands of these superb 
aircraft were left parked row upon row on 


airfields right around the world as nations 
weary of war turned to more pleasurable pur- 
suits. These delightful aircraft were literally 
chopped up and melted down, until during the 
1960’s, a resurgence of interest took place in 
the USA and Britain and the number of rare 
aeroplanes were saved, rebuilt and flown by 
enthusiasts, so that today a number of aircraft 
from the period 1939 through to 1952 can be 
seen and are featured throughout the world in 
air shows and living flying museums. 

New Zealand Warbirds Association is one 
such organisation committed to preserve those 
magnificent aircraft created out of conflict, 
while not forgetting the lesson, and reasons 
that cause conflict. 


The aircraft operated under the auspices of 
New Zealand Warbirds Association represent 
perhaps the largest collection ofits kind in the 
southern hemisphere, an opportunity to see 
and hear New Zealand’s aviation history in the 
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SPITFIRE MK XVI T.B. 863 


Photo NZ Wings 


Rolls Royce Packard Merlin 


Developing 1580 h.p. at 3000 RPM 


Engine = 

V1650-266 - 1650 cubic inch 
Range | - 480 miles 
Fuel Capacity - 137 gals 


Speed - Max 450 mph dive Economical Cruise 240 
416 mph Cruise 
Armament - 2x 20 m.m. Cannon plus 2 x .5 cal Machine guns 


Colour Scheme - Original 453 Squadron R.A.A.F. 
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N.A. P51D MUSTANG 

Single Seat Fighter. 

Engine - Rolls Royce Packard Merlin V12 
Liquid cooled engine with two stage 
supercharger 


HAWKER SEA FURY 

Single Seat Fighter Bomber. 

Engine - Bristol Centaurus 18 cylinder 
Sleeve Valve Radial Engine of 2550 h.p. 
Developing 2800 h.p. on full boost 
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Developing 1450 h.p. 

1650 cubic inchs 27 litres 
Range - 4 hours 
Maximum Speed - 505 mph 


Range - 700 miles 
- Long Range Tanks 1040 miles 
Maximum Speed - 550 mph 


N.A. AT6 HARVARD 

Two Seat Advanced Trainer 

Engine - Pratt Whitney R1340 
Radial Air Cooled Engine 
Developing 600 h.p. 


DOUGLAS DC3 DAKOTA 

Military Transport 

Engines - 2 x Pratt & Whitney R1830 
1200 h.p. Radial Engines 


30 


Fuel Consumption - 25 gals per hour 
- 2x 50 gal tanks 
Speed - 220 mph Cruise 130 mph 


Range - 1200 miles 
Speed - Max 227 mph Cruise 172 mph 
Scheme - R.A.F. D.Day Livery 

48 Squadron 


NORTH AMERICAN T28 TROJAN Range - 1200 miles 

Two Seat Advanced Fighter Trainer Speed - 340 knots 

Engine - Wright Cyclone 1425 h.p. Ceiling - 35000 feet 
Radial Engine 


CHANCE-VOUGHT F4U CORSAIR During the war years, 424 Corsairs 

Single Seat Fighter entered service, by far, the most 

Engine - 2250 h.p. Pratt & Whitney numerous type ever operated by the 
R.2800.8W. Double Wasp Radial R.N.Z.A.F. 


Speed in Dive - 480 knots 
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miles 


4x .20 calibre Hispano Cannons 
Speed - Max 600 mph or 530 kts 


- With Tip Tanks 1200 
Armament - 100 lbs Bomb each side 
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- 140 mph 
120 mph 


Maximum Speed 
Cruising Speed - 
- 280 miles 


Range 
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ipsy Major 
-line 4-cylinder 


145 hp de Havilland G 
inverted in 


light primary trainer. 
Engine 
10 Mk.2 


DHC-1 CHIPMUNK 
Two seat tandem low-wing monoplane 


All small children love aeroplanes. I was no 
exception. I spent hours flying my balsa model 
“Vampires” and I loved to travel to Wellington 
to see my grandparents on the Herons which 
flew into Rongatai before it was a real airport. 

However, our first family experience with 
aeroplanes was my father’s, viewing the 
Newman “boys” making one of the first land- 
ings in Nelson at Spring Grove in a paddock, 
long before I was around of course!! 

What a change from those days! Nelson 
Airport is now the main travel gateway for the 
province. What started in a paddock and was 
always an experience to write about, I guess, 
has now become an everyday sophisticated 
event at an attractive and well appointed re- 
gional airport. 

There is no better place to celebrate some of 
the changes of the past 150 years and no 
better “vehicle” to herald those changes than 
the aeroplane - even though its history covers 
only half that time. 

I am delighted to be associated with Nel- 
son’s 150th Celebration Air Pageant. I con- 
gratulate the organisers and the participants 
on their efforts to ensure that the pageantis an 
outstanding success. 

On behalf of the residents of Tasman Dis- 
trict, I have great pleasure in welcoming you 
all to a great weekend. Very best wishes. 


Kerry Marshall 
MAYOR 
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Port Pilot 


“GOOD HEIGHT... good position . . . main 
rotor clear... tail rotor clear... winching out 

. . up two, left one. . . steady left.” Winch 
operator Russell Tait spoke quietly into his 
mike as pilot Keith Jolly, hands closely tuned 
to his headphones, positioned the red and 
white Bell 212 above a moving ship at the 
Wellington harbour entrance. 

The two were engaged in New Zealand’s only 
full time harbour pilot transfer operation uti- 
lising a helicopter. 

The operation began with a trial period from 
17 November 1986. Impetus for the idea began 
with a period of industrial action by harbour 
pilots in 1986. 

The concept of rotary winged delivery and 
recovery over the more traditional sea-borne 
approach was accepted by the Harbour Board 
as providing a better utilisation and safer 
transfer of harbour pilots. A period of evalua- 
tion was approved and tenders were called for 
a six month trial period. 

Top contender in the Harbour Board’s rat- 
ings was long time offshore operator Helicop- 
ters (NZ) Ltd using a Bell 212 helicopter. The 
twin turbine-powered Bell’s ability to hover, 
one engine out, in still air out of ground effect 
was an important consideration for both Har- 
bour Board and CAD. 

Helicopters (NZ) Ltd is New Zealand’s oldest 
and most experienced helicopter operator, 
beginning spray operations with a fleet of Bell 
47’s in 1956. The Company built into a major 
helicopter concern by John Reid, a well-known 
New Zealand Aviation Veteran, during the 60’s 
and 70’s. The Company today has three sepa- 
rate divisions - offshore support; onshore aerial 
work; maintenance and manufacturing, and 
is controlled from the Nelson Base. 

Flying harbour pilots to and from ships at 
the entrance to New Zealand’s third busiest 
port was a variation on Helicopters (NZ) Ltd’s 
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previous offshore operations. 

With an estimated 2300 to 2500 pilotage 
movements a year, the service is unique on a 
world basis, servicing a wide range of shipping 
~- from huge container ships to squid jiggers 
and tuna longliners. 

Fully IFR equipped, the Bell 212 will carry 
two pilots for all night-time operations. 

Since inception Port of Wellington and Heli- 
copters (NZ) Ltd have conducted over 4,000 
transfers. The day-to-day operation is control- 
led by our Senior Pilot -Captain Dave Ashworth. 
Also assisting him are Captains Paul Wolff and 
Hugh Page. The service operates twenty-four 
hours a day. | 

At the heart of wharfside operations is Com- 
pany General Manager and Bell 212 Pilot - 
Keith Jolly. A well seasoned pilot with over 
5000 hours logged, Keith is also the Compa- 
ny’s winch operations instructor, expertise 
that dates back to his RNZAF days. 

Flying under the call sign “Pilot Alpha’, 
daytime VFR minima includes a cloud ceiling 
of 600 feet and visibility of 1500 metres along 
the flight path from the downtown helipad 
heads towards Somes Island, turning right on 
passing Point Halswell and following the har- 
bour channel to the harbour entrance. 

A full range of work outside of the Port of 
Wellington Service is also undertaken. The 
Bell 212 offers a 1500 kg lift on a permanent 
basis throughout New Zealand as well as 
having a significant S.A.R. involvement out of 
Wellington, particularly in the marine area 
where long range tanks and very current 
winchmen are available on a twenty-four hour 
basis. 


These are excerpts from an article written by 
Peter Clark for “Wings” magazine, January 
1988 Edition. 


EXPERIENCE 


- Freedom 
¢ Exhilaration 
¢ Power & Versatility ina 


) [HIN«. 


“The ultimate watercraft” unequalled for — stability, safety, high-performance and economy. 
Available in a “see-through hull” option and a wide range of sizes for any use! 


AS SEEN AT THE AIR SHOW 
or Contact 
Neil or Tony Anderson 
Ph 547 7899 « A/H 547 3403 » Mobile 025-435 605 


GET A FLYING START 


If You Are College Age Join The Air Training Corp 
No 23 Squadron A.T.C. every Monday Number 2 Hangar 
Nelson Airport at 6.30pm 


Flying Training Subjects 
Leadership Training 
Abseiling 

Shooting 

Tramping 

Camping 

Map Reading 

Cooking 

Drill 

General Service Knowledge 
Work with the R.N.Z.A.F. 
Confidence Building 


If you are interested in aviation and want to be a leader of tomorrow join now! 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Sqn. Ldr. Joe Stratton 548 6089 
Fit. Lt. Allan Mitchell 547 3885 
No 23 Sqn ATC on Monday 547 9294 


Panelbeating and 
chassis repair 
specialists 


GOOD PEOPLE TO MEET 
BY ACCIDENT 


68 Vanguard Street, Nelson. Phone 548 4460 


ALAN TAYLOR LTD 
No. 1 in car painting 


callin and see EXPERTS 
us first for all your 


a - a in colour matching, 
PANEL & PAINT . <i a repaints, pin stripes, 


requirements body mouldings 


enquire about “Fire Glaze "3 year paint warranty 


84 VANGUARD STREET * PHONE 03 548 8459 


STEERING AND SUSPENSION SPECIALISTS 


worn shock absorbers 
lead to worn tyres 


stock caters for 
most makes and models 


4 § AUTO ALIGN NELSON 


[WV 68 Vanguard Street « Phone 546 6220 
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BROOKVIEW : 


Dro tances 


Get it right the first time. 


Drive safely, carefully and 
defensively with 


Lyneve Bloxham 
Advanced Driving Instructor 
MOT Certified 
Modern Dual Controlled Car. 


NN 548 8732 


Any time 
Member NZIDI 


For Convenience and 
Service — Contact 
Berrymans 


e Whiteboards 

¢ Typewriters ¢ Fax Machines 

¢ Calculators ¢ Office Furniture 

¢ Filing Systems « Dictation Machines 


Phone 548 1489 


Happy to serve the people 
of Nelson 


BERRYMANS 


TOTAL OFFICE SUPPORT 


¢ Stationery 


234 Hardy Street, Nelson 


A Message 
From the Chairman of the Organising Committee... 


I take this opportunity to thank my hard 
working Committee on its comprehensive 
organisation of what must be, if not the 
most ambitious project ever undertaken by 
the 150th Committee, then the longest and 
most complicated. 

Iam sure that everyone attending the Air 
Show and Trade Fair will realise the extent 
of planning and attention to detail that has 
gone into it. 

We had the willing co-operation of Civil 
Aviation, the Nelson Regional Airport Au- 
thority and Staff, Airlines and associated 
airport services, New Zealand Police, the 
Ministry of Transport, St John Ambulance, 
and many, many more local organisations 
and business groups. 

Special thanks must go to the RNZAF, in 
particular the Staffand Pilots of the training 
camp associated with our Air Show, it has 
been a pleasure to be working alongside 
such a professional team. 


To Captain Bruce Fulton of Air Nelson 
and Bill Reid of Nelson Helicopters, a spe- 
cial thank you for putting together a most 
interesting and varied programme of avia- 
tion for Nelson’s 150th Celebration. 


Joe Stratton ~ 


Brief History of Nelson Gliding Club 


The Nelson Gliding Club was formed in Febru- 
ary 1960 and was very quickly in operation by 
purchasing a new Rhonlerche 2-seat training 
glider which was delivered by Aero Tow from 
Hastings by the Agent Roy Russell on Febru- 
ary 18th. Thanks to the help from the Nelson 
Aero Club their Auster Aiglet was made avail- 
able as a tow plane at the low hire rate of £3.00 
pounds per hr and the late Arthur Bradshaw 
became C.F.I. and with the wave of enthusi- 
asm new ventures generate gliding at the 
airport was an established weekend activity. 

The demand to experience this new activity 
of silent flight soon saw another 2-seat ad- 
vanced Rhonadler purchased to further ex- 
plore the areas thermal mountain and wave lift 
potential. Club single-seat, syndicate and pri- 
vate machines followed over the years. 

Club owned tow planes were a Tiger Moth, 
two Piper Super Cubs and finally the ultimate 
in a Piper Pawnee. 

Unfortunately after 29 years the cost of 
operating a tow plane plus airport and airways 
fees forced the operation to move to the Lake 
Station Airstrip in 1989. 


Thanks to the McConchie family the opera- 
tion has now settled there as a successful 
winch operation using the original Club 
Rhonlerche trainer and a modern fibreglass 
high performance Twin Aster. Private owners 
now number 8. 

A beautiful mountain area with good to 
excellent flying conditions but with the disad- 
vantage of being a long way from home when 
conditions aren’t working. 


by A. Jordan 


THE NELSON AVIATION COLLEGE 


Theory Courses for All Types of Licence 
Approved 125 Hour Commercial Courses 


for Fixed-wing and Helicopter Licences 
Full time Integrated Courses 

Human Factors Courses 

Student Allowances Available 
Competitive Prices 

Accommodation Arranged 


FOR FURTHER DETAILS CONTACT: 


TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE! 


Gain an approved fixed-wing licence and 
an approved helicopter licence for less than 
the cost of a standard helicopter licence. 


ANDY SMITH 


NELSON AVIATION COLLEGE 
BOX 157, MOTUEKA 
PH (03) 528 8382. FAX (03) 528 6459 
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7). ee en See oy . 
- [a | . Ansett ag _ = — oO 


th conn ections these 
u'll really go places. 


It stands to reason. The better services where and when you want 
your connections, the earlier you them. And, by timing Tranzair’s 
must arrive. That’s the beauty of feeder flights to connect with Ansett 
Ansett New Zealand’s Tranzair New Zealand’s Whisper Jet service, 


connection. you spend less time on the ground 
With our fleet of Whisper Jets, | waiting. 

Dash-8s and Bandeirantes, we’re So, if you want to go places, we’ve 

flexible enough to provide our got the nght connections. 
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History of Helicopters 
in the 
Nelson Region 


The first helicopter to come into the Nelson 
area was a Bell 47G in 1954, owned by Heli- 
copter Services, a subsidiary of James Avia- 
tion Ltd. The pilot Bob Scott was travelling the 
country looking for agricultural work. 


Rudnick Helicopters owned by an American 
woman Eleanor Rudnick began operations in 
1955 based in Wanganui. In 1961 she per- 
suaded John Reid to return to New Zealand 
and take over the business. It was decided to 
make the base in Nelson because ofits central 
location. 


John Reid, who had learnt to fly with the 
Canterbury Aero Club, went on to join the 
RNZAF and fly fighters in Europe in WWII, 
returning to New Zealand after the War to 
become Chief Flying Instructor for the Nelson 
Aero Club. He then started North West Airlines 
in the late 40’s, operating between Nelson and 
Takaka with a Miles Gemini. In 1952 he re- 
turned to Europe to fly DC3’s and Vikings for 
British European Airways, until that Com- 
pany decided to operate helicopters experi- 
mentally, when he gained his Helicopter Pilots 
Licence and valuable experience. 


It was decided to change the name from 
Rudnick Helicopters to Helicopters New Zea- 
land and John began operations with 2 serv- 
iceable Bell 47 Helicopters, and 3 wrecked 
machines for spare parts. These were ex Ko- 
rean War Helicopters with one being with 10th 
Bell 47 in production. 


By Easter 1962 Helicopters NZ Ltd operated 
4 Helicopters and had a staff of 10. Amongst 
the staff were 3 licensed Engineers, Jim 
Heyburn, Danny Ryan and Basil Dejong, to- 
gether with Willie Peterson who had a Paki- 
stani Licence that no-one would recognise. 
The company continued to grow quickly, mainly 
with Spraying Operations, however the Mining 
Industry boomed between 1966 and 1971 at 
the height of which the Company operated 19 
machines New Zealand wide. 


Whilst the Bell 47 was the mainstay of the 
Company’s fleet throughout the 60’s and early 
70’s, several other types were operated. These 
included the Sikorsky S55, a large machine 
capable of carrying 10 passengers and lifting 


40 


up to 2000lbs, an early Jet Ranger that had 3 
engine failures in its first 18 months of Opera- 
tions and was grounded, a Bell 205, a civilian 
version of the Iriquois, used on the first Off- 
shore Drilling Contract, Bell 47J’s, which were 
capable of carrying 3 passengers, Aerospatiale 
Allouette III's with Floats used for Offshore 
Drilling Contracts and in 1971 anAerospatiale 
315 Lama which has proven to be an excellent 
heavy lift machine. 


The 70’s continued to see rapid growth with 
many more turbine engine helicopters joining 
the fleet, including Bell 212’s, Sikorsky S 58 & 
61’s, an Allouette II, more Allouette III’s, La- 
mas, and Jet Rangers, and Hughes 500’s. By 
this time the advantages of using helicopters 
in many different situations was becoming 
more and more apparent with machines being 
used for agricultural work, construction, min- 
ing support, offshore operations, executive 
transport, survey, photography and filming. 
The Company was also successful in gaining 
overseas contracts in Antarctica, New Guinea, 
Fijiand Australia. However by the early 1980's 
the economic situation started its decline and 
a reduction in the fleet was seen, although it 
was also about this time the first Aerospatiale 
AS 350 Squirrel was purchased. 


John Reid retired in 1984, and was suc- 
ceeded by Peter Tait who had worked for the 
Company since the mid 60’s, as a Pilot and 
Operations Manager. Peter left in 1987 and 
was succeeded by Keith Jolly a former Off- 
shore Pilot with the Company. Both John Reid 
and Peter Tait continue to be involved with the 
Company as Directors. Jim Wilson is still 
Chief Pilot, a position he has held since the 
mid 70’s. 


With the growth of the Deer Industry in the 
Nelson Region other Company’s started opera- 
tions in the area. By the late 70’s there were up 
to 12 helicopters operating on deer recovery 
here. From this time until 1987 when the 
Stockmarket crashed several company’s came 
and went. The price of live deer fell at this time, 
resulting in a number of helicopter companies 
having to close down. North West Helicopters 
commenced Air Transport operations in 1980, 
with a Hughes 500C, they had however, been 
involved in deer recovery for some time prior to 


that. This company ceased operations in 1988 
with the demise of mineral exploration in the 
region. 


One company to survive is Nelson Helicop- 
ters Ltd which was formed in the early 80’s by 
Bill Reid, son ofJohn Reid. Having been brought 
up in the Aviation Industry Bill first joined the 
Aero Club in the early 60’s working as a duty 
boy then gained his Aeroplane Licence in the 
early 70’s going onto helicopters within a short 
time. He worked for several different operators 
around the country before leaving to work on 
contracts overseas. Nelson Helicopters Ltd 
operate a Hughes 500D, a helicopter Bill main- 
tains is ideally suited for the general charter/ 
lifting in this region. 


From the early days of spraying and deer 
recovery the helicopter has become an invalu- 
able tool in many industries, whether it be in 
Farming, Fishing, Forestry, Construction or 
Tourism. Since 1961 every Helicopter that has 
worked in the area has proven invaluable in 
Search & Rescue Missions, with many pilots 
braving atrocious weather conditions to help 
out hunters and trampers in distress in the 
more remote parts of the region. 


ONE GREAT REASON 
fe, FOR SEEING DICK- 
xe ae EXPERT FRIENDLY 
ADVICE ON ALL 
ASPECTS OF THE 


GREAT ART 


TOP BRANDS- 

e MUNTONS « GEORDIE 

¢ IRONMASTER * JOHN BULL 

¢ NEW BEGIN « TOM CAXTON 

¢ GLEN BREW (IRISH STOUT) 

* MUNTONS BEER MAKING VIDEO FOR HIRE 


132 COLLINGWOOD ST, PH 548-8983 


The Port of Wellington 
Pilot Transfer Service. 
Just one of our 

many successful 

new ventures. 


2 — 


HELICOPTERS (NZ) LTD 


THE MOST EXPERIENCED AND VERSATILE 
OPERATOR IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC. 


PRIVATE BAG, NELSON, NEW ZEALAND. 
PHONE: (03) 547 5255 FAX: (03) 547 5598 TELEX: NZ30416 
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Outline of Proposed Race Between Car, Helicopter, Aeroplane 
Nelson Airshow - 28, 29 March 1992 


HUGHES 500D 


_ nT % 


ccerrnrpeettic 


HONDA NSX 
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DATE AND TIME 


The Race between a Helicopter, Aeroplane and 
Car will take place during the flying demon- 
stration at Nelson’s Airshow on March 28th at 
1245-1255 and on the 29th at 1300 - 1310 
(Daylight time). 


PROPOSED ROUTE 


The race will consist of three lengths of the 
runway, beginning at the southern end (02). 
Should the wind be a southerly, the race will 
commence at the northern end of the runway 
(20) and will consist of two lengths of the 
runway. The finish mark will be the 1000ft 
markers at the northern end of the runway for 
either conditions. 


SEPARATIONS 


To ensure separation the following steps will 
be taken: 


The Helicopter will remain over the western 
grass adjacent to the runway flying at a height 
of 150 feet with turns made horizontally to the 
west. On the northern turn the helicopter will 
have to climb to avoid the pine trees on the golf 
course. At the conclusion of the race the 
helicopter will go into a short helicopter han- 
dling display to fill in the race time slot. 


The Pitts Aeroplane will take off on the run- 
way, remaining to the west of the centre line 
but clear of the western grass area. Runs will 
be made at 300ft coming down to 100ft for the 
finish. Turns will be made semi-vertically, i.e. 
stall turn or half cuban 8. At the conclusion of 
the race the plane will climb to 1000ft and 
conduct a normal circuit and landing. 


The car will remain on the runway remaining 
east of the centre line at all times, allowing the 
aircraft to remain the recommended distance 
from the public enclosure (the display line 
being the runway centre line). It may be neces- 
sary for him to cross the centre line on his 
turns, this will be confirmed at practise. At the 
conclusion of the race the car returns immedi- 
ately to its enclosure. 
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AIRCRAFT TYPE 


Helicopter - Hughes 500D ZK-HSH 
Pilot: Bill Reid, Nelson Helicopters Ltd. 


Bill Reid is age 39 and holds Air Crew Licence 
No. 15440 Commercial Helicopter. He has an 
Agricultural and Chemical Rating and has 
held a Commercial Aeroplane License. His 
flying experience is some 10,000 hours in- 
cluding low level operations such as 
topdressing, spraying, deer recovery, filming, 
construction etc. 

He has experience at flying in Airshow Dem- 
onstrations having flown at Airshows in Nel- 
son, Blenheim, Takaka and Wellington over 
the last decade, including a similar race in 
1982 between a Lama, a Cesna 206 and a V8 
Holden Racing Car. 


Aeroplane - Pitts Special - ZK -MAD 
Pilot: Richard Hood. 


Richard Hood is age 31 and holds Air Crew 
Licence No. 7036 Commercial Aeroplane. He 
has 1450 hours total time with at least 30 of 
these hours involved in Display Flying over the 
last 6 years. He has approximately 800 hours 
experience of Aerobatic Flying and has been 3 
times the New Zealand National Aerobatic 
Champion. 


MOTOR VEHICLE 


Car: Honda NSX Sports Car. 
Driver: Robbie Booth. 


Not only does Robbie Booth have plenty of 
experience driving, he pilots both the Sea Fury 
and a Harvard. 

This vehicle has ABS Brakes, Anti-Skid 
Traction Device and is one of the world’s most 
technically advanced motor vehicles. 


A practise is scheduled for the week prior to 
the airshow and will initially involve each 
participant doing a solo run to define bounda- 
ries, prove heights etc. Following the satisfac- 
tory outcome of that a full scale mock re- 
hearsal will take place on the Thursday or 
Friday preceding the race. 


Are Proud to Support the 
Nelson 150th Birthday Air Pageant 


Finance+Discounts Limited 
have been assisting the Nelson 
Community with Business and 
Personal Finance for 18 years 
and wish the organisers and 
the Nelson Province an 

njoyable and successful 
bration of its 150 Birthday. 


HREMHHHKHHKHKE 


For Competitive Facilities and 
Rates for Your Next Financing 
Requirements 


-ontact our Nelson Branch at 
4 Bridge Street, Nelson 
Telephone 548 2933 


A wholly owned subsidiary of 
— | n Limited. 
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Ask about: 


‘Great Saver’ 
RATES 


HOW TO GET THE BEST 
— FOR LESS! 


PHONE NOW 
FOR DETAILS 


31 Hardy Street, Nelson 
Phone 548 2239 


G.B.H. BAKERIES LTD 


Bakers of Fresh Bread, Buns, Rolls, Pies, 
Savouries and Pastry Products 


NELSON BORN NELSON BREAD 


GBH Bakeries Ltd 
101 Bolt Rd Nelson 
Tel (03) 547 9609 
Fax (03) 547 6955 


Nelson Parachute Club 


Nelson Parachute Club’s history dates from 
(for all of us who’s memories can time warp 
back that far) 1964 when regular jumpers Alec 
MacQuibban and Murray Smith set out to 
form a club structure to operate under. It was 
the 3rd jump club in New Zealand to be set up 
and was achieved with 13 other interested 
persons. And so it was, that this twosome 
initiated the sky’s call for us on 18-04-64, 
using ex-military ‘cheapo’ canopies the de- 
scents were made from a Tri-Pacer. 

Through the ensuing decades NPC has pro- 
gressed with the development of the sport, 
always being quick to follow world trends - 
often American led - in its advancement. 

Canopy equipment has gone from the afore 
mentioned ‘cheapos’ to Para-Commanders, 
from ‘squares’ onto today’s highly controlla- 
ble, highly manoeuvrable, rectangular shaped 
canopies. Technically known as ‘ram-air’ cano- 
pies, today’s beginners use these also with the 
modern training techniques. 

Always advancing with the times is just 
what the parachutist does in the air. It’s not 
just a matter of ‘jumping out of an airplane’ 
anymore. There’s freefall formation work: 
freefallers manoeuvring themselves into pre- 
arranged patterns of various sizes. There’s 
canopy formation work: opening immediately 
after exiting to create stacks and canopy ar- 
rangements. Individually there’s freefall style 
and coming in on finals there’s always accu- 
racy. 

As to that ‘jumping out of an airplane’ bit, 
the aircraft used has often included Cessnas: 
172s, 180s, 206s, 207s and 402s. Parachut- 
ists have also been taken into Nelson’s sky via 
the Twin Otter, Nomad, Cherokee 6 and Hughes 
500. Jumpers who have travelled have been 
blessed with opportunities of exiting the 
Hercules, Bristol Freighter, DC3, Pilatus Por- 
ter, Caravan and even the hot air balloon. 
Basically it’s a case of have aircraft, we'll jump 
from it! 

Though a highly social scene, the sport is 
governed by the NZ Parachute Federation with 
a club’s internal affairs monitored by a com- 
mittee. A concentrated but very active opera- 
tion, NPC thrives on a fluctuating nucleus of 
about 30 members. They individually own and 
maintain their parachute equipment and com- 
plete a log book of their jumping activities. 

The experience level is quite high amongst 
its members with contemporary standards in 
freefall relative work (RW), canopy relative 
work (CRW) and display descents. Several 
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current members have competed in the sport’s 
annual national championships with some 
having jumped and competed internationally 
at overseas meets. Also featuring in its net- 
work is an organised, locally sponsored CRW 
team and enthusiasts proficient at aerial pho- 
tography and video work. 

For anyone starting out, NPC has modern 
first jump courses, advanced freefall training 
and tandem passengering. It is pretty much 
up with the rest of the world with what it has 
to offer the beginner, the progressor and the 
experienced alike. 

As times change once again so has thejump 
aircraft. The arrival of Cessnas 402 and 1800n 
Nelson Airport offering unlimited service has 
given advent to their frequent usage. Special 
mention must surely go to DSE-207 for her 
10.5 years of trusty service she has provided 
the jump scene. 

Exit altitudes vary anything from 2,000’ up 
to 14,000’. Jump costs — there’s always a catch 
—vary anything from $6 up to $35. 

Nelson Parachute Club? That’s us: You call 
~- We fall! 


by Craig Ward 


Photo Bob Mustchin 


WE ARE A PART OF 
NELSON 


BOWATER NISSAN | BOWATERTOYOTA 


Achilles Ave, Ph 5483049 “Where Halifax meets Rutherford” 


Ph 546 9269 


BOWATER MOTUEKA BOWATER HONDA 
High St, Motueka, Ph 528 9600 Rutherford St, Ph 548 7179 


SERVING THE MOTORING PUBLIC FROM OUR 
FOUR MODERN OUTLETS. WE TRADE WITH 
THE AIM OF BEING... “Totally Committed to Service” 


THE FABULOUS HONDA NSX 
IS COMING! 


See the world-beating Sports Car compete in a3 lap runway race with the 
Pitts Special Aircraft and the Hughes 500D Helicopter. 
All on display all weekend! 


ow basa BOWATER CARS.. 


